Stillbirth in the UK. Summary for launch of the Lancet stillbirth series.
The definition of a stillbirth in the UK:

A baby born showing no signs of life at or after 24 weeks (stage where baby potentially viable).

Risk of this event in the UK in 2009:

There were 5.2 stillbirths for every 1000 women who delivered at or after 24 weeks (approx 4100 in UK in 2009).

Comparison of absolute rates in the UK compared with other countries1
UK rate in 2009: 3.5 per 1000 (World ranking 33 out of 192 [1=lowest rate, i.e. best])

Comparison with other high income countries:

France = 3.9 (ranked 41), Germany = 2.4 (ranked 6), Finland = 2.0 (ranked 1), USA 3.0 (ranked 17)

Comparison of rates of improvement in the UK compared with other countries1
UK has seen 17.4% decline over period 1995-2009 
(world ranking for rate of decline = 48 [1=greatest decrease in rates]) 

Comparison with other high income countries:

France = -17.9% (ranked 45), Germany = -17.7% (ranked 46), USA -18.8% (ranked 42)

Detailed analysis of the figures for the UK2 
Rate of change compared with neonatal death (over 10 year period from 2000-2009):

UK stillbirth rate fell from 5.4 per 1,000 to 5.2 per 1000 (i.e. by 3.5% proportional reduction)

UK neonatal death3 rate fell from 3.9 per 1000 to 3.2 per 1000 (i.e. a 17.9% proportional reduction.

Conclusion: Rates of neonatal death are declining about 5 times faster than rates of stillbirth.
Cause of stillbirth:

More than 90% of stillbirths DID NOT have a major congenital abnormality.

About 30% have no obvious cause (comparable with sudden infant death syndrome)

Less than 10% are due to complications in labour, i.e. in >90% the baby dies before onset of labour.

>30% occur at or beyond 37 weeks, another 23% occur between 32 and 36 weeks

Conclusion: A substantial proportion of deaths are potentially preventable.

Variation in the UK (excluding terminations of pregnancy):

East Midlands has highest rate, 33% higher than that of the region with the lowest rate (South West)
Conclusion: Significant regional variation, probably associated with deprivation
Women having a stillbirth:

>70% have no significant medical condition; ~60% have not had any previous pregnancy complications; 90% attend for antenatal care before 20 weeks; 66% have never smoked; 48% are in their first pregnancy.
Conclusion: Stillbirth can affect any women, not just those with problems or risk factors

What about twins?

Twins have 2-3 times the rate of stillbirth of singletons.

Rates in twins have shown 27% decline in rates over last 10 years, possibly due to improved treatment for specific complications of twins. 

Conclusion: gap closing between twins and singletons, probably due to better treatments for twin specific complications
Notes
1. International comparisons use different, international definition: baby born showing no signs of life either weighing 1000g or born at or after 28 weeks.

2. Key elements of the 2009 report from the Centre for Maternal and Child Enquiries, these analyses use the UK specific definition.

3. i.e. a liveborn baby dying in the first 4 weeks of life
